
SAMSN's high-impact roundtable in Canberra, our two expert advisors have 

some powerful insights to share with you. 

The Roundtable - Intersections of Child Sexual Abuse, Suicidality & Violence -

was held at the Red Shed in Canberra on the 17th of September 2025 as part of 

a joint project between Survivors & Mates Support Network (SAM SN), Griffith 

University's Disrupting Violence Beacon (DVB) and the ARC Centre of 

Excellence for the Elimination of Violence Against Women (CEVAW). It aimed to 

shine a light on the ongoing national tragedy of child sexual abuse (CSA), 

suicidality and violence. Participants included survivors and advocates, 

academics, researchers, policy makers, and frontline workers in service 

delivery. It is hoped this Roundtable, and further conversations will help shape 

priorities and collaborations around the critical work needed to save lives 

touched by CSA. You can read the full reP-ort on our website. 

Professor Patrick O'Leary is the co-Director of the Disrupting Violence Beacon 

and Chief Investigator for the ARC Centre of Excellence for the Elimination of 

Violence Against Women at Griffith University. He's an internationally­

recognised researcher, with significant expertise in domestic violence, gender­

based violence and child protection. Prior to entering academic work, Patrick 

was a social worker in sexual assault, counselling, and domestic violence 

services. For over 25 years he's conducted research on the effects of child 

sexual abuse on men. 

Dr Gary Foster is a social worker who used to be a Police Officer in London's 

Metropolitan Police, where he co-coordinated a Domestic Violence unit and 

investigated and prosecuted sexual assaults. After his move to Australia, Gary 

established and managed Queensland's "Living Well" service, which provided 

counselling and group support to men who'd experienced childhood sexual 

abuse or adult sexual assault, as well as to partners, families, and communities. 

Gary's PhD examines governmental responses to male-on-male rape. Gary 

joined SAMSN's Practice Advisory Committee to help build a support network 

giving voice and agency to male survivors and their supporters. 

We hope you enjoy this special episode, subscribe to the series, and join us in 

2026 for Season 2: STRONGER STORIES. 
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